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Book Clubs

Book
Review

A total of 111 Micawber’s customers completed
a survey about their favorite kinds of books, what
they like about the store, and suggestions for
improvement.

Top-ranked genres were novels, mysteries,
history, biography/autobiography, and young
adult.

Survey respondents said they like the fact that
Micawber’s is a small, neighborhood, indepen-
dent bookstore. They want the store to have
more readings and events. And they would like
the newsletter to include book reviews written by
Micawber’s customers. (See the first of these
below.) 

Thanks to everyone who completed the survey.
We’ll be taking steps to address people’s pref-
erences and suggestions. 

Survey takers could include their email address
and be entered in a contest for a $25 gift certifi-
cate. The winner of our drawing was Sara Lang-
worthy of St. Paul.

Down
and up
the staircase

Micawber’s Everyone’s neighborhood bookstore

Tom’s 
Corner

August is a slow month in the publishing world.
Most publishers wait until after Labor Day to
release new titles. So I’m not planning a big
order this month. However, there are a few
books that look interesting. 

Jonis Agee’s The Bones of Paradise (8/2) is a
murder mystery set in Nebraska 10 years after
the massacre at Wounded Knee. Agee’s last
novel was The River Wife.

A Great Reckoning (8/30) is the 12th installment
in Louise Penny’s Chief Inspector Gamache
series. In this story, Gamache comes out of
retirement to clean up the corrupt Surete
Academy du Quebec.

P. J. Tracy’s The Sixth Idea (8/2) is the seventh
Monkeewrench novel. The Monkeewrench gang
is a group of computer geniuses who help the
police with seemingly unsolvable crimes. P. J.
Tracy is a pseudonym for the mother-daughter
writing team of Patricia and Traci Lambrecht.

August 2 is the publication date for the paper-
back edition of A Manual for Cleaning Women,
Lucia Berlin’s 2015 short story collection. Berlin’s
characters live on the fringes of society, and
most of the stories feature first-person narration.  

* * * * * *

July is typically a slow month at Micawber’s, but
it ended with a brief flurry of excitement around
the publication of Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child. This is not a novel but rather the script of
a play that opened in London the day the book
was released.  

My sense is that many of the people who bought
the book are young adults who grew up with the
series and feel an attachment to Harry. 

Readers Survey

Jane Smiley’s epic trilogy spans the years 1920
to 2019. Her year-by-year recounting of the
Langdon family’s farm life includes local goings-
on in Denby, Iowa, set against national and
global events—the Great Depression, WW II, the
Cold War, and 17 presidencies.

As these events swirl around Rosanna and
Walter Langdon and their children, what matters
most to them is the farm, with its Osage orange
hedge, fields of oats, later becoming soybeans
and then corn, the lambs, hogs, and horses,
and, most of all, their children. Those children
grow up and get married, have children of their
own, and suffer joys and sorrows, loneliness and
heartbreak, love and loss. So the trilogy’s titles
reflect the farmers’ sentiments: Some Luck,
Early Warning, and Golden Age.

Unlike some other trilogies I’ve read, I wasn’t
sorry to see this one end. It’s possible that it was
a little too long, that there were too many
characters to keep track of, or that the ending
wasn’t satisfying. Fortunately, there’s a family
tree at the beginning of each book, and I referred
to it often. 

Smiley knows a lot about a lot of things, and I
genuinely admire her writing style, her depth of
research, and her ability to make characters
come alive. (Nancy Healy)

Aug., 2016

The Sunday Afternoon Book Club meets at
Micawber’s at 1:30 p.m. on the last Sunday of
the month. In July, Rebecca Richards led the
group in a discussion of Celeste Ng’s Everything
I Never Told You. At their August 28 meeting, the
book club will talk about Ordinary Grace, by
William Kent Krueger.

For more information, contact Nancy Healy at
nhealy@q.com or 651-644-3951.


