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New 
Arrivals

Readings

Swing, by Philip Beard (Van Buren Books,
$14.95).

Baseball has inspired more nopnreportive
writing than any other sport. A recent addition
to the list of novels with a baseball theme,
Swing is the story of Henry Graham, a rabid
10-year-old baseball fan. After his father leaves
the family, Henry meets a disabled veteran who
shares his love for the 1971 Pittsburgh Pirates.
The novel alternates between that year and
Henry’s later life as a teacher of writing and
literature.

Baseball aficionados will remember 1971 as
the year the Pirates beat the Baltimore Orioles
four games to three in the World Series with a
roster that included Dock Ellis, Steve Blass,
Willie Stargell, and Roberto Clemente. But one
need not be a baseball fan to enjoy this
captivating story of growing up, marriage,
family, and friendship.

Events

Circling the Sun, by Paula McLain (7/28,
$28). Historical novelist McLain (The Paris
Wife) turns her attention to horse trainer,
adventurer, and aviator Beryl Markham, whose
1936 solo flight across the Atlantic in a two-
seater prop plane (carrying emergency fuel in
the extra seat) transfixed the world.

Armada, by Ernest Cline (7/14, $26). The
author of Ready Player One (2011) tells
another fantastical tale of video games. In this
story, teenager Zack Lightman discovers that
his favorite game is really an advanced tactical
simulation, and Zack finds himself using his
gaming skills to fight actual extraterrestrial
invaders. Will Zack save the world?

Kitchens of the Great Midwest, by Ryan
Stradal (7/28, $25). The protagonist of
Stradal’s debut novel is Eva Thorvald, the
daughter of a chef, who is raised by relatives in
Wisconsin and Iowa when her father dies and
her mother abandons her. Eva grows up to be
a chef, and her story is told through a series of
vignettes, each narrated by a different
character, each of whom introduces an
ingredient that ends up on the tasting menu in
the book’s final chapter. 

July 21, 7 p.m. Stephen L. Snook will read
from his debut novel, One Degree South. The
story is set in Africa, where Snook spent two
years in the Peace Corps, returning to work in
Zaire and Ghana. A native of New York, Snook
and his family moved to St. Anthony Park when
he was a teenager. Married with three
daughters, he currently lives in Vermont. 

Thursday, July 16, is the second Park B4
Dark event on Como Ave. From 5-8 p.m., area
businesses offer special deals, and there is live
music at Finnish Bistro and Speedy Market.
Get a 15% discount at Micawber’s during this
event.

Book
Review

On July 14, HarperCollins will publish
Go Set a Watchman, by Harper Lee,
author of To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Watchman is set 20 years after the
events of Mockingbird and features
many of the same characters, but
Watchman was actually written first.

The manuscript was assumed to
have been lost and was only
discovered in late 2014. 

This is one of the biggest publishing
events of the year. To reserve a copy
of Go Set a Watchman, call or email
Micawber’s.


