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Between You and Me: Confessions of a
Comma Queen, by Mary Norris (Norton, 2015,
$24.95).

One probably has to care about commas—and
hyphens, dashes, apostrophes, etc.—to enjoy
Norris’s book to the fullest. But even those who
are not punctuationally punctilious will find
things to like in the New Yorker copy editor’s
first book.    

This is not a memoir, but Norris does include a
few details about her nonprofessional life,
some more pertinent than others. The most
effective bit of autobiography comes in her
chapter on gender and language, in which she
recounts her brother’s coming out as a tran-
sexual.

Many readers will be looking for New Yorker
gossip. There’s some of that here, but not
enough to satisfy the most curious readers.
Because Norris still works at the magazine,
she doubtless felt obliged to be circumspect in
telling tales out of school. She’s the most free
in writing about Lu Burke, a copy editor who
worked at the New Yorker from 1958 to 1990
and who died in 2010. (Dave Healy)

Nature of the Beast, by Louise Penny  (8/25,
$27.99). The 11th Chief Inspector Gamache
novel, Beast tells the story of nine-year-old
Laurent Lepage’s mysterious disappearance in
the village of Three Pines, where the inspector
has recently retired.

Flood of Fire, by Amitav Ghosh (8/4, $28). The
final installment in the Ibis trilogy (Sea of
Poppies, River of Smoke) focuses on China’s
First Opium War (1839-1841) and the adven-
tures of 21-year-old Zachary Reid, a carpenter
on the schooner Ibis.

The Senator Next Door: A Memoir from the
Heartland, by Amy Klobuchar (8/25, $30). The
daughter of a newspaperman and a school-
teacher, Klobuchar is Minnesota’s senior U.S.
senator. A Democrat, she was first elected to
the Senate in 2006. Her memoir is a mix of the
personal and professional, including the early
health problems of her daughter, Abagail, and
her political career, from county attorney to
U.S. senator.
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Go Set a Watchman, Harper Lee
One Degree South, Septhen L. Snook
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee
Ordinary Grace, William Kent Krueger
The 100-Year-Old Man who Climbed out the 

Window and Disappeared, Jonas Jonasson

NONFICTION

Between the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi Coates
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in 

the End, Atul Gawande
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and 

Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, Daniel James Brown

On Care for our Common Home, Pope Francis
Pioneer Girl: The Annotated Autobiography,

Laura Ingalls Wilder  

Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi
Coates (Spiegel & Grau, 2015, $24)

This short book has a lot to say about race in
America. In a letter to his son, Coates draws
on personal experience in a discussion of
Ferguson, red-lining, private prisons, and all
the other ways that institutional racism rears its
ugly head. He connects racism to capitalism
and environmentalism as well. The book is
beautifully written, and Coates’s use of a letter
to structure the book is an effective device.
Although his outlook is bleak, this book is a
good place to start to understand what is going
on across America right now. (Ellen Purdy)


