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Fiction

All the Light We Cannot See, Anthony Doerr
Lila, Marilynne Robinson
Ordinary Grace, William Krueger
Dear Committee Members, Julie Schumacher
Narrow Road to the Deep North, Richard 

Flanagan

Nonfiction

Pioneer Girl, Laura Ingalls Wilder
Being Mortal, Atul Gawande
What If, Randall Munroe
Can’t We Talk About Something More 

Pleasant? Roz Chast
Minnesota’s Own, Larry Millett

Dara’s back.

Recent visitors to
Micawber’s have
noticed the return
of Dara Dokas.
Originally hired in
2009 to oversee
the children’s book
section, Dokas left
to in 2012 to con-
centrate on her
writing and also to

do some tutoring. She returned last June and
resumed her duties as children’s book buyer and
general store support.

Dokas has published picture books, which she
continues to write. She has four easy readers
coming out soon from I See Me, which publishes
personalized children’s
books. Another current
project is a middle-
grade novel. 

“It’s good to be back,”
said Dokas. “I really
enjoy helping some-
one find just the right
book.”

Events

On Monday, January 19, the St. Anthony Park
Antique Club will host a social hour at
Micawber’s from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Music will be
provided by Michael Keyes and Nick Jordan.
Stop in for refreshments, conversation, and
browsing.

The State of Micawber’s: Better
After weathering a tough year, Micawber’s
closed 2014 on the upswing. 

“Sales were good in November and December,”
said owner Tom Bielenberg. “I’m very appreci-
ative of support from my fellow business owners
in the area, a group of neighborhood advisors,
hosts of Monday social hours—along with the
musicians who played—and of course our loyal
customers.”

Bielenberg pointed to an October article in the
Star Tribune as helping raise the store’s visibility.
He expressed optimism about the coming year
but noted that the store still has some ground to
make up.

“We still need to improve our profit margin,” he
said.

To that end, Bielenberg has decided to suspend
one feature of Micawber’s customer loyalty pro-
gram. Members of that program get 10% off the
purchase of each book and qualify for a rebate

after buying 20 books. The rebate feature will be
discontinued, although Micawber’s will still honor
rebates for those customers who have reached
the 20-book total. 

“I’m confident that our regular customers will
remain loyal,” said Bielenberg. “These are tough
times for many small business owners, espe-
cially bookstores. However, Micawber’s is
fortunate to have great community support, and
we look forward to continuing to serve readers’
needs.”  

The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up: The
Japanese Art of Decluttering and Organizing
by Marie Kondo (Ten Speed Press). Based on
the proposition that that if you properly simplify
and organize your home once, you’ll never
have to do it again.


